THE  SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

In his remarks upon this passage the com-
mentator, Sayana, says that Kutsa was a rishi,
and that Sushna, Sambara, and Arbuda were
Asuras.

Arbuda is referred to in other hymns, and
there too he is associated with the Asuras and
Dasyus. Thus we have : " Invigorated by (the
libation of) the exulting Trita, offering thee the
Soma, thou hast annihilated Arbuda," * And
again : " Priests propitiate, by the offering of
the Soma, that Indra who slew Urana, display-
ing ninety-nine arms, and hurled Arbuda down
headlong." 2

Further we find : " Thou hast extirpated Vritra
with thy mighty weapons; thou hast been
the destroyer of the deceptive Arbuda and
Mrigaya; thou hast extricated the cattle from
the mountain/'3

Then too we have : c< The thunderbolts of the
showerer roared aloud when Indra, friend of
man, sought to slay the enemy of mankind.
Drinking the Soma, he (Indra) baffled the devices
of the guileful Danava." *

In another place we find : " Indra, hero, keep
up the strength wherewith thou hast crushed
Vritra, the spider-like son of Danu, and let open

1 Rig Veda, II. XL 20.                      2 Ib. II. xiv, 4,

3 Ib. VIBk iii. 19,                              4 Ib, II. xi. 10.
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